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PACIFIC CHORALE BOARD OF DIRECTORS RENEWS 

PRESIDENT’S AND ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CONTRACTS 
 

Artistic Director John Alexander and President Kelly Ruggirello’s contracts renewed for three years. 
 

 

Santa Ana, CA, June 6, 2008 Ð At Pacific ChoraleÕs year-end Board meeting on May 22, 2008, the Board of 
Directors voted to renew Artistic Director John Alexander and President Kelly RuggirelloÕs contracts for three 
years. Alexander has been Artistic Director of Pacific Chorale since 1972; Ruggirello joined Pacific Chorale as 
President in 2004. Under AlexanderÕs and RuggirelloÕs leadership, Pacific Chorale has seen many successes in 
the past 4 years, most notably receiving the 2005 Alice Parker ASCAP Chorus America Award for Adventurous 
Programming, and producing a 3-day choral music festival in April 2008 at the Orange County Performing Arts 
Center, which reached over 4,000 participants.  During that time, Pacific Chorale also produced two recordings: 
ÒChristmas Time is HereÓ with the full 160-voice Chorale in 2005 and the 24-voice John Alexander Singers in 
ÒShenandoah,Ó which will be released this fall.  Pacific Chorale will spend two weeks on tour in France and 
Italy this summer, under AlexanderÕs direction, returning to Orange County for the opening of their 41st concert 
season in October. 
 

40TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON 
In 2007-2008 Pacific Chorale celebrates forty years of providing the Orange County community with 

performances of great choral music and outstanding education and outreach programs. The ChoraleÕs activities 
and achievements to date have included seven world premiere commissions, eight recordings, seven 
international tours, seventeen music education festivals and numerous awards, including three national awards 
from Chorus America. During this seasonÕs celebration, Pacific Chorale held special recognition and social 
events for its singers, alumni and supporters, in gratitude for their dedication and essential contributions to this 
forty-year legacy.  
 

ABOUT JOHN ALEXANDER 
 Artistic Director of Pacific Chorale since 1972, John Alexander has received consistent acclaim for his 
inspired leadership, both on the podium and as an advocate for the advancement of the arts.  In his long and 
distinguished career, he has conducted hundreds of performances of choirs and orchestras in 27 countries 
around the globe.  Noted as a specialist in conducting the choral/orchestral masterworks, he is also a strong 
proponent of American music, programming groundbreaking works by California composers and bringing 
twelve West Coast and world premieres to Southern California performance halls in the past thirteen years.  
Choruses prepared by John Alexander have performed under many of the most renowned conductors on the 
world stage, including Esa-Pekka Salonen, Seiji Ozawa, Leonard Slatkin, Zubin Mehta, Pierre Boulez, Lukas 
Foss, Keith Lockhart, John Mauceri, Gustavo Dudamel, Michael Tilson Thomas, Gerard Schwarz and Max 
Rudolf.   
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ABOUT KELLY RUGGIRELLO  

 Kelly Ruggirello has been President of Pacific Chorale since May 2004, and has guided the organization 
through their move to their new home, the RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall at the expanded Orange 
County Performing Arts Center. Prior to joining Pacific Chorale, Ruggirello was the Orange County High 
School of the ArtsÕ Vice President of Development and Public Relations where she raised over $39 million 
during her seven-year tenure.  A former classroom instructor and fine arts mentor, Ruggirello was the Director 
of Education and Community Programs with Orange CountyÕs Pacific Symphony, where she created Class Act, 
recognized by the National Endowment for the Arts as an exemplary orchestra education program.  RuggirelloÕs 
first non-profit position was in public relations working with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, where she decided 
to pursue a career in the arts.   
 

ABOUT PACIFIC CHORALE 
 Founded in 1968, Pacific Chorale is internationally recognized for exceptional artistic expression, 
stimulating American-focused programming, and influential education programs.  Pacific Chorale presents a 
significant performance season of its own at the Orange County Performing Arts Center and is sought regularly 
to perform with the nationÕs leading symphonies.  Under the inspired guidance of Artistic Director John 
Alexander, Pacific Chorale has infused an Old World art form with CaliforniaÕs hallmark innovation and 
cultural independence. 
 Pacific Chorale has a membership of 160 professional and volunteer singers. Ensembles of various sizes 
are selected from the membership according to the needs of the repertoire. In addition to its long-standing 
partnership with Pacific Symphony, the Chorale has performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic in Disney  
Hall on numerous occasions.  Other noted collaborations include the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the Boston 
Symphony, the National Symphony, and the Long Beach, Pasadena, Riverside and San Diego symphonies.  
John Alexander and the Chorale have toured extensively in Europe, South America and Asia. 
 


