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PACIFIC CHORALE ANNOUNCES 2008 - 2009
CONCERT SEASON

Featuring the Orange County Performing Arts Center @ new William J. Gillespie Concert Organ
in itsdebut season

Concertsto feature both 140-voice Padfic Chorale and 24-voice John Alexander Singers

Guest organists Mary Preston and Thierry Escaich to play in
OGathedral EchoesOand Dur uflZ3 Requiem

John Alexander Singersfeatured in OWid ThingsOin Samueli Theater
Guest orchestrasPadfic Symphony and Musica Angdica participate in three concerts

Performance of Bach® St. John Passion on Holy Saturday 2009

Santa Ana, CA, June 23,2008DbPacific Chorale today announed its 20082009 peaformance season at
the Orange County Performing Arts Center. The 140-voice Chorale and the 24-voice John Alexande Singaswill
appear in five self-produced concerts, many of which will feature the new William J. Gillespie Concert Organ.
Artistic Director John Alexander® programming will cover arangeof styles and periodsfrom the English
Rena ssance to contemporary classical and popukr fare.

The season beginswith Cathedral Echoes, covering thewiderangeof sacred repertoire written for organ
and voices, and featuring guest organist Mary Preston. The John Alexande Singe's, Pacific Chorale® 24-voice
professiond chamber choir, will continuethdr performance series in Samudi Theater with Wild Things exploring
music aboutthe naural world from a multicultural perspective. Other season highlights indudethe Chorale(3
popukbr Tisthe Season! conaert; an all-French program centering on the Requiem of Maurice DuruflZ, featuring
Durufl 8 successor Thierry Escaich at the organ; and a Holy Saturday presentation of Bach® St JohnPassion,
reuniting the John Alexande Singa's and period instrument ensemble Musca Angdica.

Q can®wait to hear Pacific Chorale perform with the new organ,Ocomments Artistic Director John
Alexande. Orhis magnificent insrument not only completes the concert hal, it opensup hugepossibilitiesin
repertoire for organ and voices tha we have not been able to present to our audience before.O

(2008marks Pacific Chorale(® 40" anniversary,Onotes President Kelly Ruggirello. OWe began the
celebration this spring with a series of conaerts and events dedicated to American musc, induding our three-day
American Masterpieces Choral Festival. The party will simply continueon throughthe opening of our 41% season
as JohnAlexande, thesingea's, and our audience members al enjoy discovering the potentia of theWilliam J.
Gillespie Conaert Organ!O
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CONCERT ORGAN INAUGURAL SEASON

TheWilliam J. Gillespie Concert Organ (C.B. Fisk Opus130)was designed and built for the Orange
County Performing Arts Center by C. B. Fisk, Inc. of Gloucester, Massachutts, at acog of $3.1 million.
Providing an imposng focal point to RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, it is40 feet wide, 48 feet high
and 12 feet degp. Theorgan contains 4,322 pipes. Thefront pipes extend 32feet in heghtand arefinished in
aluminum-leafed wood or polished tin. The entire ingrument weighs30 tons Theindallation and voicing process
began in July 2007.After dmog ayear of preparation, theorgan will receive its community debutat an open
hous and demondration event on June29, 2008 featuring the Qlean of American organists,ODr. Frederick
Swann. In celebration of this newest addition to Orange County@ musical resources, both the Center and resident
companies Pacific Chorale and Pacific Symphonywill prominently feature the organ in thar 20082009
programming.

20082009 GUEST ARTISTS

Two acclaimed artists will bejoining the Chorale as guest organistsin this opening season with the
Gillespie Concert Organ. Mary Preston, organist for the Dallas Symphony,has alonghistory of performing
experience with C.B. Fisk organs Dallas@ Meyerson Lay Family Conaert Organ istheFisk Opus100, and
Preston has given theinaugural recitals of Fisk ingrumentsin Y okohana, Japan and Sesttle, Washington. Shewas
anaural choice to play on Cathedral Echoes, Pacific Chorale@ first concert with the Gillespie Conaert Organ.
Multi-talented French organist Thierry Escaich is Maurice Durufl 28 successor as organist at the church of St-
Etiennedu-Montin Paris. Heis also an internaionally recognized composer, and aleading exponent of the French
school of organ improvisation. Mr. Escaich will befeatured in all of these capacities during the Chorde® DuruflZ
Requiem concert.

Mezzo-soprano |-Chin Feinblatt and baritoneChrist™p heren Nomura will bethevocal soloists for the
Chorale@ performance of the DuruflZRequiem. Both Feinblatt and Nomura were previoudy featured as soloistsin
Philip Glass@ The Passion of Ramakrishnaat the opening of RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall in 2006
Tenor Aaron Sheehan, a specidlist in theearly music repertoire, will servein thedemandingrole of the
Evangdist for Bach@ St JohnPassion, alongsde baitoneHugh Davies, whowill take the pivotal role of Jesus

The Southern California Children@ Chorus will once agan belending their condderable talent and
youthful enthusasm to Pacific Chorale® annud Tis the Season! concert. SCCC founde and directorN and
longime Pacific Chorale assodateN Lori Loftuswill condud the Children@ Chorusas well as playing the
Gillespie Concert Organ at thisfestive holiday performance.

Pacific Choraleis pleased to welcome two guest orchestras to the stage this season. Long-standing muscal
patner Padfic Symphony will contribute its members for the Tis the Season! and DuruflZ Requiem concerts.
Acclaimed peiod ingrument orchestra Musica Angdica is featured in the St JohnPassion at Renze and Henry
Segastrom Concert Hall, continuing its remarkable history of collaboration with the John Alexande Singe'son
performances of the Baroquerepertoire.

20082009 SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGES
Thefour-concert Center Series subscription package features all of Pacific Chorale@® salf-produced
performancesin RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall at the Orange County Performing Arts Center in Costa
Mesa. Subzribers may choos thear preferred date to attend Tis the Season! in December.
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A new offering this seasonistheFlex Series, which gives patronsthe optionto subsribeto ther choice of
three concaerts from amongthefive possible daes offered onthe Center Series. The Flex Series offers a greater
degree of econony and flexibility for audience members who may notbe able to take advantage of the full Center
Series package

Two add-on concerts are available in conjundionwith either subscription package the John Alexande
SingasOWild Thingsin Samudi Theater and, by special arrangament with Pacific Symphony, Beethoven® Ninth
Symphonyin June

TICKET INFORMATION
Season subgription tickets for Pacific Chorale® 2008-2009season are on sale now throughthe Chorale(3
ticket office, (714) 662-2345 Online sales will beavailable throughthe Chorale® webste,
www.pecificchorale.org, beginningin June Theticket officeis open 9 amEb pm, MondayBFriday. Until single
tickets go on sale to thegeneral public on Augug 18, tickets are available in subscription packages only. The
Beethoven Ninth Symphonyconcert can only beobtained throughPacific Chorale in conjundionwith a
subgcription package purchase; single tickets will beavailable at a later date throughPacific Symphamy.

CENTER SERIES PRICING

$60 Promenade Circle Boxes

$85 Grand Tier

$150 Promenade Circle/ Dress Circle Boxes

$210 Front Orchestra/ Side Orchestra Terrace / Dress Circle
$265 Orchestra/ Orchestra Terrace / Center Dress Circle
$500 Boxes

FLEX SERIES PRICING

$48 Promenade Circle Boxes

$66 Grand Tier

$120 Promenade Circle/ Dress Circle Boxes

$165 Front Orchestra/ Side Orchestra Terrace / Dress Circle
$210 Orchestra/ Orchestra Terrace / Center Dress Circle
$390 Boxes

For more information or to request a brochure, paronscan call Pacific Chorale at (714) 662-2345 email
tickets@pecificchorale.org, or visit www.pecificchorae.org.

Further highlights of the season and afull list of programs are appended to this pressrelease. All programs
are subject to change additiond conaert program and artist information will beannouned at alater date. For
further press information, please contact Ryan McSweeney at (714)662-23450r email ryan@pecificchorale.org.
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PACIFIC CHORALE 20082009 SEASON DETAILS

CATHEDRAL ECHOES

Saturday, October 25, 2008at 5:00 pm

RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, Orange County Performing Arts Center
Pacific Chorale ¥Mary Preston, organ

JohnAlexande, conduding

James MacMillan A New Song

Geradd Finz God Is GoneUp from Three Anthems, Op. 27
Zoltin Koddly Missa Brevis

Julian Wachne Arise My Love

Felix Menddssohn HSr mein Bitten, Herr

William Walton A Litany

Joseph Jongen Sonaé Heroica, Op. 94

arr. James Mulholland Come, ThouFountof Every Blessing

arr. Stephen Paulus We Gather Togeher

arr. Peter Wilhouky Battle Hymn of the Republic

Pacific Chorale created the Cathedral Echoes concept in 2003to present eclectic concerts of a cappédla
sacred musc within uniquearchitectural and acoudic spaces. Since its inception, Cathedral Echoes concerts have
been performed at the Mission Basilicain San Juan Capistrano, First Baptist Church of Santa Ana, First
Congregationd Church of LongBeach, and CSU Fullerton® Meng Concert Hall. The addition of the new organ
provides the oppotunity for the Chorale to bring this concert home to RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall
for thefirst time. Cathedral Echoes pays tribute to the choral traditionsof Europeand America and the extensve
repertoire of sacred worksfor voices and organ. Mary Preston, organist for the Dallas Symphony,joinsusfor this
opening concert of the 20082009season, featuring thefirst paformance of the William J. Gillespie Concert
Organ with Pacific Chorale.

WILD THINGS

Saturday, November 8, 2008at 8:00 pm

Sunday, November 9, 2008at 5:00 pm

Samueli Theater, Orange County Performing Arts Center
JohnAlexande Singe's

JohnAlexande, conduding

Featured composers indude Marcos Leite, R. Murray Schaer, Chen Yi, Thomas Morley, Johaines Brahms,
Hector Berlioz, Jack Gottlieb, and Paul McCartney.

Since theopening of Segerstrom Center for the Arts, the John Alexande Singe's have made Samudi
Theater, with its warm acoudics and intimate atmosphere, the setting for ahighly popuar series of concerts.
Having surveyed thefolk musc of Ireland and the United States in previousseasons this November John
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Alexande turnshis programming attention to music aboutthe natural world. From the Rena ssance madrigd to
the Broadway stage, from Chinato Africa, from the Amazon to our own backyards Wild Thingstakesits audience
onamugca safari throughtheddights and wondes of our own home plang Earth.

TISTHE SEASON!

Wednesday, December 17,2008at 8:00 pm

Sunday, December 21,2008at 5:00 pm

RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, Orange County Performing Arts Center
Pacific Chorale ¥Southern California Children@ Chorus¥Pacific Symphony

Lori Loftus organ

JohnAlexande, conduding

A condstently popular highlight of Orange County@ Christmas celebrations Tis the Season! returnswith
two performances in RenZe and Henry SegerstromHall. Pacific Chorale joinsforces with Pacific Symphonyand
the Southern California Children@ Chorusto ring in the holidays with seasond classics and traditiond carols.

The December 21% performance of Tis the Season! will befollowed by A Dickens Feag, Pacific Chorale(3
annud holiday fundraising event. Chared by Boad membe AnneB. Nutt, A DickensFead offers a sumptuous
and festive experience at the exclusve Center Club, with proceeds benefiting Pacific Chorale® performance and
education activities.

DURUFLE REQUIEM

Saturday, March 28,2009at 8:00 pm

RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, Orange County Performing Arts Center
Pacific Chorale ¥JohnAlexande Singe's ¥Pacific Symphony

[-Chin Feinblatt, mezzo-soprano ¥ Christ"pheren Nomura, baritone

Thierry Escaich, organ

JohnAlexande, conduding

Frands Poulenc Quatre motets pour un temps de pitence
with thematic improvisationsby Mr. Escaich

Thierry Escaich Trois motets

Maurice DuruflZ Requiem, Op. 9

Maurice Durufl Z8 Requiem of 1947has entered the repertoire as oneof the mos bdoved choral works of
the twentieth century, and aworthy successor to Gabriel FaurZ3 Requiem, written sixty years earlier. Likeiits
predecessor, Durufl 28 Requiem exists in different versionsfor variousforces. For this performance, John
Alexande has selected the second of the three editions for organ and small orchestra. To perform the prominent
organ part, the Chorale has secured the services of Thierry Escaich, who presently holds Durufl Z8 post of organist
a St. ftiennedu-Montin Paris. Mr. Escaich is himsalf a highly acclaimed composer and improviser, and the other
works on this all-French program will showcase these skills.
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ST.JOHN PASSION

Saturday, April 11, 2009at 1:00 pm

RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, Orange County Performing Arts Center
JohnAlexande Singe's ¥Musca Angdica¥Pacific Chorale

Aaron Sheehan, Evangdist ¥Hugh Davies, Jesus

JohnAlexande, conduding

J. S. Bach St JohnPassion, BWV 245

Co-presented with the Philharmonic Sodety of Orange County.

The JohnAlexande Singe's condudethe 20082009 season with Bach@ St JohnPassion, joined by
longime collaborator Musica Angdicain adramatic period-style performance of this monunental work. Bach®@
Passion settingswere designed for church performance, with the congregation expected to join in singing the
chorale hymnstha punduate thestory of Christ@ suffering and desth. Members of thelarger Pacific Chorae
enemble will take therole of the congregaionin this Holy Saturday presentation. Baroquespecialist Aaron
Sheehan will sing thedemanding narrative pat of the Evangdist, joined by baritoneHughDaviesin the centra
role of Jesus

CONCERT PREVIEWS
Pacific Chorale continues its series of informational pre-concert interactive talks this season for three of
our four concerts at RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Conacert Hall: Cathedral Echoes, DuruflZ Requiem and St John
Passion. These talks, hoded by Dr. Robat Istad, take place onehour prior to conaert time and are free to all
Pacific Chorale ticket hdders. Dr. Istad is the Director of Choral Studies at CSU Fullerton, and Pacific Chorale®
Assistant Conducdor.

GUEST PERFORMANCES SCHEDUL ED FOR 20082009SEASON

The nation®@leading symphonies regularly request thetalents of Pacific Chorale to providethe choral
forces for performances throughoutSouthern California. This summer Pacific Chorale will perform as the guest of
conducors Bramwell Tovey and JohnDu Prez in five concerts at the Hollywood Bowl with the LosAngdes
Philharmonic, induding Carmina Burana, Bizet® Carmen, and Monty Pythonveteran Eric |dle® hilariousmock-
oratorio Not the Messiah (He@ a Very Naughty Boy). The Chorale® collaborationswith Carl St.Clair and Pacific
Symphonycontinuein performances of Holst@ The Plands, Lauridsen@ Lux ® terna, and Beethoven®@ Ninth
Symphonyat RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Conaert Hall. Currently scheduled guest artist peformances are as
follows:

Tuesday, July 8, 2008 Hollywood Bowl
LosAngdes Philhamonic
Orff: Carmina Burana
Bramwell Tovey, condudor
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Sunday, July 13,2008 Hollywood Bowl
LosAngdes Philhamonic
Bizet: Carmen
Bramwell Tovey, condudor
August 1£2, 2008 Hollywood Bowl
LosAngdes Philhamonic
Not the Messiah (He® a Very Naught Boy)
JohnDu Prez, condudor
Thursday, August 14, 2008 Hollywood Bowl
LosAngdes Philhamonic
Holst, The Plands
Bramwell Tovey, condudor
Sunday, December 7, 2008 RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall
Pacific Symphony
Handd, Messiah
JohnAlexande, condudor
December 11614, 2008 RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall
Pacific Symphony
Holst, ThePlands
Carl St.Clair, condudor
June 486, 2009 RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall
Pacific Symphony
Lauridsen, Lux®terna
Beethoven, SymphonyNo. 9in D minor, GChora O
Carl St.Clair, condudor

ABOUT JOHN ALEXANDER

Artistic Director of Pacific Chorale since 1972 John Alexandea has received consstent acclaim for his
ingired leadership, both on the podium and as an advocate for the advancement of thearts. In hislong and
distinguished career, he has conduded hundieds of performances of choirs and orchestrasin 27 counties around
theglobe Noted asa speciaist in conduding the choral/orchestral masterworks, heis also a strong proponent of
American music, programming groundbeaking works by California composers and bringing twelve West Coast
and world premieres to Southern California peformance hdlsin the past thirteen years. Choruses prepared by
JohnAlexandea have performed unde many of themos renowned condudors ontheworld stage induding Esa
Pekka Salonen, Selji Ozawa, Leonad Satkin, Zubin Mehta, Pierre Boulez, Lukas Foss, Keith Lodkhart, John
Mauceri, Gugavo Dudamel, Marin Alsop, Michael Tilson Thomes, Gerard Schwarz and Max Rudoff.

ABOUT PACIFIC CHORALE
Foundel in 1968 Pacific Choraleisinternationdly recognized for exceptiond artistic expression,
stimulating American-focused programming, and influential education programs. Pacific Chorale presents a
significant performance season of its own at the Orange County Performing Arts Center and is soughtregularly to
peform with thenaion®@leading symphonies. Under theinspired guidance of Artistic Director JohnAlexande,
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Pacific Chorale hasinfused an Old World art form with California@® hdlmark innovaion and cultural
independence.

Pacific Chorale has amembership of 140professiond and volunteer singea's. Ensembles of varioussizes
are selected from the membership according to theneeds of therepertoire. In addition to its long-standing
patnership with Pacific Symphony, the Chorale has performed with the Los Angdes Philharmonic in Disney Hall
on numerousoccasions Other noted collaborations indudethe Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the Bogon
Symphony,the Nationd Symphony, and the LongBeach, Pasadena, Riverside and San Diego symphonies. John
Alexanda and the Chorale have toured extengvely in Europe South Americaand Asia.

ABOUT THE JOHN ALEXANDER SINGERS

Pacific Choral€'s professiond chamber choir, theJohnAlexander Singes, is an indgoendently contracted
vocal ensemble of 24 singa's. While mog of these singa's a'so serve as pat of thepad core to Pacific Chorale's
140-voice ensemble, their work with theJohnAlexande Singe's focuses on specialized repertoire appropriate for
aprofessiond chamber chorus The JohnAlexandea Singasregularly present a cappdla chamber concertsin
venues throughoutSouthern California. They have collaborated extengvely with Musca Angdica, Southern
Cdifornias premier period indrument orchestra. Other notable collaborationsindudepeformances with theLos
Angdes Philhamonic, theKronosQuartet, theMark Morris Dance Company, the Royd Ballet, LosAngdes
Chamber Orchestra, Philharmonia BaroqueOrchestra and Pacific Symphany.
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