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PACIFIC CHORALE ANNOUNCES 2008 - 2009 
CONCERT SEASON 

 
Featur ing the Orange County Per forming Ar ts CenterÕs new Wi lliam J. Gillespie Concert Organ  

in its debut season 
 

Concerts to feature both 140-voice Pacific Chorale and 24-voice John Alexander Singers 
 

Guest organists Mary Preston and Thierry Escaich to play in  
ÒCathedral EchoesÓ and DuruflŽÕs Requiem 

 
John Alexander Singers featured in ÒWild ThingsÓ in Samueli Theater  

 
Guest orchestras Pacific Symphony and Musica Angelica participate in three concer ts 

 
Per formance of BachÕs St. John Passion on Holy Saturday 2009 

 
 

 Santa Ana, CA, June 23, 2008 Ð Pacific Chorale today announced its 2008-2009 performance season at 
the Orange County Performing Arts Center. The 140-voice Chorale and the 24-voice John Alexander Singers will 
appear in five self-produced concerts, many of which will feature the new William J. Gillespie Concert Organ. 
Artistic Director John AlexanderÕs programming will cover a range of styles and periods from the English 
Renaissance to contemporary classical and popular fare. 
 The season begins with Cathedral Echoes, covering the wide range of sacred repertoire written for organ 
and voices, and featuring guest organist Mary Preston. The John Alexander Singers, Pacific ChoraleÕs 24-voice 
professional chamber choir, will continue their performance series in Samueli Theater with Wild Things, exploring 
music about the natural world from a multicultural perspective. Other season highlights include the ChoraleÕs 
popular Tis the Season! concert; an all-French program centering on the Requiem of Maurice DuruflŽ, featuring 
DuruflŽÕs successor Thierry Escaich at the organ; and a Holy Saturday presentation of BachÕs St. John Passion, 
reuniting the John Alexander Singers and period instrument ensemble Musica Angelica.  
 ÒI canÕt wait to hear Pacific Chorale perform with the new organ,Ó comments Artistic Director John 
Alexander. ÒThis magnificent instrument not only completes the concert hall, it opens up huge possibilities in 
repertoire for organ and voices that we have not been able to present to our audience before.Ó  
 Ò2008 marks Pacific ChoraleÕs 40th anniversary,Ó notes President Kelly Ruggirello. ÒWe began the 
celebration this spring with a series of concerts and events dedicated to American music, including our three-day 
American Masterpieces Choral Festival. The party will simply continue on through the opening of our 41st season 
as John Alexander, the singers, and our audience members all enjoy discovering the potential of the William J. 
Gillespie Concert Organ!Ó  
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CONCERT ORGAN INAUGURAL SEASON 
 The Wi lliam J. Gillespie Concert Organ (C.B. Fisk Opus 130) was designed and built for the Orange 
County Performing Arts Center by C. B. Fisk, Inc. of Gloucester, Massachusetts, at a cost of $3.1 million. 
Providing an imposing focal point to RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, it is 40 feet wide, 48 feet high 
and 12 feet deep. The organ contains 4,322 pipes. The front pipes extend 32 feet in height and are finished in 
aluminum-leafed wood or polished tin. The entire instrument weighs 30 tons. The installation and voicing process 
began in July 2007. After almost a year of preparation, the organ will receive its community debut at an open 
house and demonstration event on June 29, 2008, featuring the Òdean of American organists,Ó Dr. Frederick 
Swann. In celebration of this newest addition to Orange CountyÕs musical resources, both the Center and resident 
companies Pacific Chorale and Pacific Symphony will prominently feature the organ in their 2008-2009 
programming. 
 
 

2008-2009 GUEST ARTISTS 
 Two acclaimed artists will be joining the Chorale as guest organists in this opening season with the 
Gillespie Concert Organ.  Mary Preston, organist for the Dallas Symphony, has a long history of performing 
experience with C.B. Fisk organs. DallasÕs Meyerson Lay Family Concert Organ is the Fisk Opus 100, and 
Preston has given the inaugural recitals of Fisk instruments in Yokohama, Japan and Seattle, Washington. She was 
a natural choice to play on Cathedral Echoes, Pacific ChoraleÕs first concert with the Gillespie Concert Organ. 
Multi-talented French organist Thierry Escaich is Maurice DuruflŽÕs successor as organist at the church of St-
Etienne-du-Mont in Paris. He is also an internationally recognized composer, and a leading exponent of the French 
school of organ improvisation. Mr. Escaich will be featured in all of these capacities during the ChoraleÕs DuruflŽ 
Requiem concert. 
 Mezzo-soprano I -Chin Feinblatt and baritone Chr ist˜p heren Nomura will be the vocal soloists for the 
ChoraleÕs performance of the DuruflŽ Requiem. Both Feinblatt and Nomura were previously featured as soloists in 
Philip GlassÕs The Passion of Ramakrishna at the opening of RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall in 2006. 
Tenor Aaron Sheehan, a specialist in the early music repertoire, will serve in the demanding role of the 
Evangelist for BachÕs St. John Passion, alongside baritone Hugh Davies, who will take the pivotal role of Jesus. 
 The Southern California ChildrenÕs Chorus will once again be lending their considerable talent and 
youthful enthusiasm to Pacific ChoraleÕs annual Tis the Season! concert. SCCC founder and directorÑ and 
longtime Pacific Chorale associateÑ Lori Loftus will conduct the ChildrenÕs Chorus as well as playing the 
Gillespie Concert Organ at this festive holiday performance. 
 Pacific Chorale is pleased to welcome two guest orchestras to the stage this season. Long-standing musical 
partner Pacific Symphony will contribute its members for the Tis the Season! and DuruflŽ Requiem concerts. 
Acclaimed period instrument orchestra Musica Angelica is featured in the St. John Passion at RenŽe and Henry 
Segerstrom Concert Hall, continuing its remarkable history of collaboration with the John Alexander Singers on 
performances of the Baroque repertoire.  
 
 

2008-2009 SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGES 
 The four-concert Center Ser ies subscription package features all of Pacific ChoraleÕs self-produced 
performances in RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall at the Orange County Performing Arts Center in Costa 
Mesa. Subscribers may choose their preferred date to attend Tis the Season! in December. 
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 A new offering this season is the Flex Ser ies, which gives patrons the option to subscribe to their choice of 
three concerts from among the five possible dates offered on the Center Series. The Flex Series offers a greater 
degree of economy and flexibility for audience members who may not be able to take advantage of the full Center 
Series package. 
 Two add-on concerts are available in conjunction with either subscription package: the John Alexander 
SingersÕ Wild Things in Samueli Theater and, by special arrangement with Pacific Symphony, BeethovenÕs Ninth 
Symphony in June. 
 
 

TICKET INFORMATION 
 Season subscription tickets for Pacific ChoraleÕs 2008-2009 season are on sale now through the ChoraleÕs 
ticket office, (714) 662-2345. Online sales will be available through the ChoraleÕs website, 
www.pacificchorale.org, beginning in June. The ticket office is open 9 amÐ5 pm, MondayÐFriday. Until single 
tickets go on sale to the general public on August 18, tickets are available in subscription packages only. The 
Beethoven Ninth Symphony concert can only be obtained through Pacific Chorale in conjunction with a 
subscription package purchase; single tickets will be available at a later date through Pacific Symphony. 
 

CENTER SERIES PRICING 
 

$60 Promenade Circle Boxes 
$85 Grand Tier 
$150 Promenade Circle / Dress Circle Boxes 
$210 Front Orchestra / Side Orchestra Terrace / Dress Circle 
$265 Orchestra / Orchestra Terrace / Center Dress Circle 
$500 Boxes 

 
FLEX SERIES PRICING 

 
$48 Promenade Circle Boxes 
$66 Grand Tier 
$120 Promenade Circle / Dress Circle Boxes 
$165 Front Orchestra / Side Orchestra Terrace / Dress Circle 
$210 Orchestra / Orchestra Terrace / Center Dress Circle 
$390 Boxes 

 
 For more information or to request a brochure, patrons can call Pacific Chorale at (714) 662-2345, email 
tickets@pacificchorale.org, or visit www.pacificchorale.org.  
 Further highlights of the season and a full list of programs are appended to this press release. All programs 
are subject to change; additional concert program and artist information will be announced at a later date. For 
further press information, please contact Ryan McSweeney at (714) 662-2345 or email ryan@pacificchorale.org.  
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PACIFIC CHORALE 2008-2009 SEASON DETAILS 
 

CATHEDRAL ECHOES 
 
Saturday, October  25, 2008 at 5:00 pm 
RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, Orange County Per forming Ar ts Center  
Pacific Chorale ¥ Mary Preston, organ 
John Alexander, conducting 
 
James MacMillan A New Song 
Gerald Finzi God Is Gone Up from Three Anthems, Op. 27 
Zolt‡n Kod‡ly Missa Brevis 
Julian Wachner Arise My Love 
Felix Mendelssohn Hšr mein Bitten, Herr 
William Walton A Litany 
Joseph Jongen Sonata Heroica, Op. 94 
arr. James Mulholland Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
arr. Stephen Paulus We Gather Together 
arr. Peter Wilhousky Battle Hymn of the Republic 

 
 Pacific Chorale created the Cathedral Echoes concept in 2003 to present eclectic concerts of a cappella 
sacred music within unique architectural and acoustic spaces. Since its inception, Cathedral Echoes concerts have 
been performed at the Mission Basilica in San Juan Capistrano, First Baptist Church of Santa Ana, First 
Congregational Church of Long Beach, and CSU FullertonÕs Meng Concert Hall. The addition of the new organ 
provides the opportunity for the Chorale to bring this concert home to RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall 
for the first time. Cathedral Echoes pays tribute to the choral traditions of Europe and America and the extensive 
repertoire of sacred works for voices and organ. Mary Preston, organist for the Dallas Symphony, joins us for this 
opening concert of the 2008-2009 season, featuring the first performance of the William J. Gillespie Concert 
Organ with Pacific Chorale. 
 
WI LD THINGS 
 
Saturday, November 8, 2008 at 8:00 pm 
Sunday, November 9, 2008 at 5:00 pm 
Samueli Theater , Orange County Per forming Ar ts Center  
John Alexander Singers 
John Alexander, conducting 
 
Featured composers include Marcos Leite, R. Murray Schafer, Chen Yi, Thomas Morley, Johannes Brahms, 
Hector Berlioz, Jack Gottlieb, and Paul McCartney. 
 
 Since the opening of Segerstrom Center for the Arts, the John Alexander Singers have made Samueli 
Theater, with its warm acoustics and intimate atmosphere, the setting for a highly popular series of concerts.  
Having surveyed the folk music of Ireland and the United States in previous seasons, this November John  
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Alexander turns his programming attention to music about the natural world. From the Renaissance madrigal to 
the Broadway stage, from China to Africa, from the Amazon to our own backyards, Wild Things takes its audience 
on a musical safari through the delights and wonders of our own home planet Earth. 
 
 
TIS THE SEASON! 
 

Wednesday, December 17, 2008 at 8:00 pm 
Sunday, December 21, 2008 at 5:00 pm 
RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, Orange County Per forming Ar ts Center  
Pacific Chorale ¥ Southern California ChildrenÕs Chorus ¥ Pacific Symphony 
Lori Loftus, organ 
John Alexander, conducting 
 

 A consistently popular highlight of Orange CountyÕs Christmas celebrations, Tis the Season! returns with 
two performances in RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Hall.  Pacific Chorale joins forces with Pacific Symphony and 
the Southern California ChildrenÕs Chorus to ring in the holidays with seasonal classics and traditional carols.  
 The December 21st performance of Tis the Season! will be followed by A Dickens Feast, Pacific ChoraleÕs 
annual holiday fundraising event. Chaired by Board member Anne B. Nutt, A Dickens Feast offers a sumptuous 
and festive experience at the exclusive Center Club, with proceeds benefiting Pacific ChoraleÕs performance and 
education activities. 
 
 
DURUFLE REQUIEM 
 
Saturday, March 28, 2009 at 8:00 pm 
RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, Orange County Per forming Ar ts Center  
Pacific Chorale ¥ John Alexander Singers ¥ Pacific Symphony 
I-Chin Feinblatt, mezzo-soprano ¥ Christ˜pheren Nomura, baritone 
Thierry Escaich, organ 
John Alexander, conducting 
 

Francis Poulenc Quatre motets pour un temps de pŽnitence 
with thematic improvisations by Mr. Escaich 

Thierry Escaich Trois motets 
Maurice DuruflŽ Requiem, Op. 9 

 

 Maurice DuruflŽÕs Requiem of 1947 has entered the repertoire as one of the most beloved choral works of 
the twentieth century, and a worthy successor to Gabriel FaurŽÕs Requiem, written sixty years earlier. Like its 
predecessor, DuruflŽÕs Requiem exists in different versions for various forces. For this performance, John 
Alexander has selected the second of the three editions, for organ and small orchestra. To perform the prominent 
organ part, the Chorale has secured the services of Thierry Escaich, who presently holds DuruflŽÕs post of organist 
at St. ƒtienne-du-Mont in Paris. Mr. Escaich is himself a highly acclaimed composer and improviser, and the other 
works on this all-French program will showcase these skills. 
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ST. JOHN PASSION 
 

Saturday, Apr il 11, 2009 at 1:00 pm 
RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, Orange County Per forming Ar ts Center  
John Alexander Singers ¥ Musica Angelica ¥ Pacific Chorale 
Aaron Sheehan, Evangelist ¥ Hugh Davies, Jesus 
John Alexander, conducting 
 

J. S. Bach St. John Passion, BWV 245 
 
Co-presented with the Philharmonic Society of Orange County. 
 

 The John Alexander Singers conclude the 2008-2009 season with BachÕs St. John Passion, joined by 
longtime collaborator Musica Angelica in a dramatic period-style performance of this monumental work. BachÕs 
Passion settings were designed for church performance, with the congregation expected to join in singing the 
chorale hymns that punctuate the story of ChristÕs suffering and death. Members of the larger Pacific Chorale 
ensemble will take the role of the congregation in this Holy Saturday presentation. Baroque specialist Aaron 
Sheehan will sing the demanding narrative part of the Evangelist, joined by baritone Hugh Davies in the central 
role of Jesus. 
 

 
CONCERT PREVIEWS 

 Pacific Chorale continues its series of informational pre-concert interactive talks this season for three of 
our four concerts at RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall: Cathedral Echoes, DuruflŽ Requiem and St. John 
Passion. These talks, hosted by Dr. Robert Istad, take place one hour prior to concert time and are free to all 
Pacific Chorale ticket holders. Dr. Istad is the Director of Choral Studies at CSU Fullerton, and Pacific ChoraleÕs 
Assistant Conductor. 
 
 

GUEST PERFORMANCES SCHEDULED FOR 2008-2009 SEASON 
 The nationÕs leading symphonies regularly request the talents of Pacific Chorale to provide the choral 
forces for performances throughout Southern California. This summer Pacific Chorale will perform as the guest of 
conductors Bramwell Tovey and John Du Prez in five concerts at the Hollywood Bowl with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, including Carmina Burana, BizetÕs Carmen, and Monty Python veteran Eric IdleÕs hilarious mock-
oratorio Not the Messiah (HeÕs a Very Naughty Boy). The ChoraleÕs collaborations with Carl St.Clair and Pacific 
Symphony continue in performances of HolstÕs The Planets, LauridsenÕs Lux ® terna, and BeethovenÕs Ninth 
Symphony at RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall. Currently scheduled guest artist performances are as 
follows: 
 
 
Tuesday, July 8, 2008 Hollywood Bowl 
 Los Angeles Philharmonic 
 Orff: Carmina Burana 
 Bramwell Tovey, conductor 
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Sunday, July 13, 2008 Hollywood Bowl 
 Los Angeles Philharmonic 
 Bizet: Carmen 
 Bramwell Tovey, conductor 
August 1Ð2, 2008 Hollywood Bowl 
 Los Angeles Philharmonic 
 Not the Messiah (HeÕs a Very Naughty Boy) 
 John Du Prez, conductor 
Thursday, August 14, 2008 Hollywood Bowl 
 Los Angeles Philharmonic 
 Holst, The Planets  
 Bramwell Tovey, conductor 
Sunday, December 7, 2008 RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall 
 Pacific Symphony 
 Handel, Messiah  
 John Alexander, conductor 
December 11Ð14, 2008 RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall 
 Pacific Symphony 
 Holst, The Planets 
 Carl St.Clair, conductor 
June 4Ð6, 2009 RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall 
 Pacific Symphony 
 Lauridsen, Lux ® terna 

Beethoven, Symphony No. 9 in D minor, ÒChoralÓ 
 Carl St.Clair, conductor 

 
 

ABOUT JOHN ALEXANDER 
 Artistic Director of Pacific Chorale since 1972, John Alexander has received consistent acclaim for his 
inspired leadership, both on the podium and as an advocate for the advancement of the arts.  In his long and 
distinguished career, he has conducted hundreds of performances of choirs and orchestras in 27 countries around 
the globe.  Noted as a specialist in conducting the choral/orchestral masterworks, he is also a strong proponent of 
American music, programming groundbreaking works by California composers and bringing twelve West Coast 
and world premieres to Southern California performance halls in the past thirteen years.  Choruses prepared by 
John Alexander have performed under many of the most renowned conductors on the world stage, including Esa-
Pekka Salonen, Seiji Ozawa, Leonard Slatkin, Zubin Mehta, Pierre Boulez, Lukas Foss, Keith Lockhart, John 
Mauceri, Gustavo Dudamel, Marin Alsop, Michael Tilson Thomas, Gerard Schwarz and Max Rudolf.   
 
 

ABOUT PACIFIC CHORALE 
 Founded in 1968, Pacific Chorale is internationally recognized for exceptional artistic expression, 
stimulating American-focused programming, and influential education programs.  Pacific Chorale presents a 
significant performance season of its own at the Orange County Performing Arts Center and is sought regularly to 
perform with the nationÕs leading symphonies.  Under the inspired guidance of Artistic Director John Alexander, 
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Pacific Chorale has infused an Old World art form with CaliforniaÕs hallmark innovation and cultural 
independence. 
 Pacific Chorale has a membership of 140 professional and volunteer singers. Ensembles of various sizes 
are selected from the membership according to the needs of the repertoire. In addition to its long-standing 
partnership with Pacific Symphony, the Chorale has performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic in Disney Hall 
on numerous occasions.  Other noted collaborations include the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the Boston 
Symphony, the National Symphony, and the Long Beach, Pasadena, Riverside and San Diego symphonies.  John 
Alexander and the Chorale have toured extensively in Europe, South America and Asia. 
 
 

ABOUT THE JOHN ALEXANDER SINGERS 
 Pacific Chorale's professional chamber choir, the John Alexander Singers, is an independently contracted 
vocal ensemble of 24 singers. While most of these singers also serve as part of the paid core to Pacific Chorale's 
140-voice ensemble, their work with the John Alexander Singers focuses on specialized repertoire appropriate for 
a professional chamber chorus. The John Alexander Singers regularly present a cappella chamber concerts in 
venues throughout Southern California. They have collaborated extensively with Musica Angelica, Southern 
California's premier period instrument orchestra. Other notable collaborations include performances with the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, the Kronos Quartet, the Mark Morris Dance Company, the Royal Ballet, Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra, Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra and Pacific Symphony. 
 
 
 


