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PACIFIC CHORALE OPENS 2007 - 2008 
CONCERT SEASON WI TH ITALIAN TREASURES 

 
Opening Concert, Italian Treasures, Highlights Gabr ieli and Monteverdi in a  

Musical Visit to Famed Basilica San Marco in Venice 
 

Program explores acoustic potential of RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall,  
placing per formers in locations throughout the hall, surrounding the audience 

 
Rare appearance by both 160-voice Pacific Chorale and 24-voice John Alexander Singers  

on a single concer t, together  with musicians from Pacific Symphony 
 

 
 Santa Ana, CA, October  3, 2007 Ð Pacific Chorale will open its 2007-2008 40th Anniversary season 
with a concert of Italian Treasures in the RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall at the Orange County 
Performing Artscenter on Saturday, November 3, 2007 at 8 p.m. The performance will survey the music of Italy 
during the late Renaissance and Baroque periods. Taking part will be both the 160-voice Pacific Chorale and the 
24-voice John Alexander Singers, making this season opener a rare collaborative performance between the two 
ensembles. Musicians from Pacific Symphony will join harpsichordist Lori Loftus and organist David 
Clemensen in providing the concertÕs instrumental forces. 
 Artistic Director John Alexander says, ÒItalian Treasures allows us to continue exploring the acoustic 
possibilities of RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall by separating our performers spatially. You will hear 
soloists, instrumentalists, smaller and larger sections of the choir, all performing from different points 
throughout the concert hall. ItÕs really the original surround-sound! We are featuring music by some of the great 
composers who wrote for St. MarkÕs Basilica in Venice, including Giovanni Gabrieli and Claudio Monteverdi, 
as well as other composers who were writing in Italy at that time.Ó  
 

TICKET INFORMATION 
 Single tickets for all of Pacific ChoraleÕs 2007-2008 season performances are on sale now online at 
www.pacificchorale.org or through the ChoraleÕs ticket office, (714) 662-2345. The ticket office is open 9 amÐ5 
pm, MondayÐFriday. Subscription ticket packages are still available starting at $60 through November 2nd.  
 Concerts are priced for all budget ranges, starting as low as $20. The range for Italian Treasures is from 
$20-$76, $140 for box circle seats (see table below). Pacific Chorale offers 10% senior and student discounts, 
priced from $18-$68.50.  
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Italian Treasures Ticket Pr ices and Seating 

$20 Promenade Circle Boxes 
$25 Grand Tier 
$46 Promenade Circle / Dress Circle Boxes 
$63 Front Orchestra / Side Orchestra Terrace / Dress Circle 
$76 Orchestra / Orchestra Terrace / Center Dress Circle 
$140 Box Circle 

 

 For more information or to request materials, patrons can call Pacific Chorale at (714) 662-2345, email 
contactus@pacificchorale.org, or visit www.pacificchorale.org.  

 
ABOUT THE PROGRAM 

 Italian Treasures features a wealth of music by great composers who changed the course of Western 
music during the ferment of the Italian Renaissance and Baroque eras. The core repertoire of the concert 
consists of music composed for VeniceÕs Basilica San Marco, one of EuropeÕs most prestigious musical centers 
at the time. Music in Renaissance Italy was not only a matter of religious concern, but a statement of civic 
pride. As a prosperous center of trade, Venice spared no expense in securing the finest composers and 
performers to grace the Basilica. The post of maestro di cappella at San Marco was one of the most prestigious 
and coveted on the continent. Giovanni Gabr ieli (c. 1554-1612), Claudio Monteverdi (c. 1567-1643) and 
Antonio Lotti (1667-1740) all served in this capacity, covering a 150-year span of VeniceÕs musical history. 
 Other composers featured on the program include some of the most influential in music history. 
Giovanni Pier luigi da Palestr ina (c. 1525-1594), the earliest composer represented, is credited by tradition 
with saving the polyphonic choral tradition from the censors of CatholicismÕs Counter-Reformation by 
demonstrating in his Pope Marcellus Mass that complexity in music need not sacrifice the clarity of the sacred 
text in performance. Carlo Gesualdo (c. 1560-1613), on the other hand, was one of the most radical and 
experimental composers of his time. Unlike most other composers whose works will be heard in Italian 
Treasures, Gesualdo was not a professional church or court musician, but a music-obsessed nobleman. A highly 
volatile and unstable man, he was perhaps better known by his contemporaries for the scandalous murder of his 
wife and her lover than for his complex, demanding and even revolutionary compositions. Arcangelo Corelli 
(1653-1713) is known for his instrumental compositions rather than for choral works: He popularized a 
virtuosic style of writing for the violin that swept Europe, influencing such giants of Baroque music as J. S. 
Bach and Antonio Vivaldi. 
 

CONCERT PREVIEWS 
 Pacific Chorale continues its series of informational pre-concert interactive talks led by Assistant 
Conductor Dr. Robert M. Istad one hour prior to the concert. Previews take place onstage in the RenŽe and 
Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall and are free to all Pacific Chorale ticket holders. 
 

40TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON 
In 2007-2008 Pacific Chorale celebrates forty years of providing the Orange County community with 

performances of great choral music and outstanding education and outreach programs. The ChoraleÕs activities 
and achievements to date have included seven world premiere commissions, eight recordings, seven 
international tours, seventeen music education festivals and numerous awards, including three national awards 
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from Chorus America. During this seasonÕs celebration, Pacific Chorale will hold special recognition and social 
events for its singers, alumni, audience members and supporters, in gratitude for their dedication and essential 
contributions to this forty-year legacy. Details about individual events will be announced as they become 
available. 
 
 For further press information, please contact Ryan McSweeney, Marketing Manager, at (714) 662-2345, 
email ryan@pacificchorale.org, or visit the Pacific Chorale pressroom online at 
http://www.pacificchorale.org/about_us/pressroom.php.  
 
 

CONCERT SPONSORS 
Pacific Chorale thanks the following sponsors for their support of Italian Treasures: 

 
E. Nakamichi Foundation 

 
ACFEA Tour Consultants 

 
Robert J. and Doreen D. Marshall Fund of the Orange County Community Foundation 

 

Marcus Lussier and The Valuation & Information Group, season sponsor of the John Alexander Singers 
 

The Buddy Group, contributor of the Pacific Chorale website design and technology 
 

The Westin South Coast Plaza, official hotel of Pacific Chorale 
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CONCERT DETAILS 
 

ITALIAN TREASURES 
 
Saturday, November 3, 2007 at 8:00 pm 
RenŽe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, Orange County Per forming Ar tscenter  
Pacific Chorale ¥ John Alexander Singers ¥ members of Pacific Symphony 
Lori Loftus, harpsichord ¥ David Clemensen, organ 
John Alexander, conducting 
 
Giovanni Gabrieli (c. 1554-1612) Jubilate Deo 
Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713) Sonata da camera in G major, Op. 2, No. 12 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525-1594) Stabat Mater 
Giovanni Gabrieli Canzon septimi toni, No. 2 

from Sacrae Symphoniae, Book I (1597) 
Claudio Monteverdi (c. 1567-1643) Magnificat  

from Vespro della Beata Vergine (1610) 
 

INTERMISSION 

Giovanni Gabrieli Sonata pian’ e forte 
from Selva morale e spirituale (1641) 

Claudio Monteverdi Gloria a 7 voci 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina Jesu, Rex admirabilis 
Antonio Lotti (1667-1740) Crucifixus 
Carlo Gesualdo (c. 1560-1613) O vos omnes 

from Sacrarum Cantionum (1603) 
Claudio Monteverdi Laetatus sum 
Adriano Banchieri (1568-1634) Concerto primo: La Battaglia 

arranged for brass by Rolf Smedvig 
Giovanni Gabrieli In ecclesiis 

from Sacrae Symphoniae, Book II (1615) 
 
 

ABOUT JOHN ALEXANDER 
 Artistic Director of Pacific Chorale since 1972, John Alexander has received consistent acclaim for his 
inspired leadership, both on the podium and as an advocate for the advancement of the choral art.  In his long 
and distinguished career, he has conducted hundreds of choral and orchestral performances in 27 countries 
around the globe.  Noted as a specialist in conducting the choral/orchestral masterworks, he is also a strong 
proponent of American music, programming groundbreaking works by composers such as Jake Heggie, Morten 
Lauridsen, Eric Whitacre, Frank Ticheli, and James Hopkins, and bringing twelve West Coast and world 
premieres to Southern California performance halls in the past thirteen years.  Choruses prepared by John 
Alexander have performed under many of the worldÕs most outstanding orchestral conductors, including Zubin 
Mehta, Pierre Boulez, Seiji Ozawa, Michael Tilson Thomas, Leonard Slatkin, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Lukas Foss, 
Max Rudolf, Carl St.Clair, Gerard Schwarz, Marin Alsop, John Mauceri, John Williams, and Keith Lockhart. 
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ABOUT PACIFIC CHORALE 
 Founded in 1968, Pacific Chorale is internationally recognized for exceptional artistic expression, 
stimulating American-focused programming, and influential education programs.  Pacific Chorale presents a 
significant performance season of its own at the Orange County Performing Arts Center and is sought regularly 
to perform with the nationÕs leading symphonies.  Under the inspired guidance of Artistic Director John 
Alexander, Pacific Chorale has infused an Old World art form with CaliforniaÕs hallmark innovation and 
cultural independence. 
 Pacific Chorale has a membership of 160 professional and volunteer singers. Ensembles of various sizes 
are selected from the membership according to the needs of the repertoire. In addition to its long-standing 
partnership with Pacific Symphony, the Chorale has performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic in Disney 
Hall on numerous occasions.  Other noted collaborations include the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the Boston 
Symphony, the National Symphony, and the Long Beach, Pasadena, Riverside and San Diego symphonies.  
John Alexander and the Chorale have toured extensively in Europe, South America and Asia. 
 
 

ABOUT THE JOHN ALEXANDER SINGERS 
 Pacific Chorale's professional chamber choir, the John Alexander Singers, is an independently 
contracted vocal ensemble of 24 singers. While most of these singers also serve as part of the paid core to 
Pacific Chorale's 160-voice ensemble, their work with the John Alexander Singers focuses on specialized 
repertoire appropriate for a professional chamber chorus. The John Alexander Singers regularly present a 
cappella chamber concerts in venues throughout Southern California. They have collaborated extensively with 
Musica Angelica, Southern California's premier period instrument orchestra. Other notable collaborations 
include performances with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Kronos Quartet, the Mark Morris Dance 
Company, the Royal Ballet of Covent Garden, Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, Philharmonia Baroque 
Orchestra and Pacific Symphony. 
 
 


