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Pacific Chorale presents American Masterpieces Choral Festival Celebrating American
Choral Music

Three-day event includes:

Free music events for local church, community, collegiate and high school choral groups
Free workshops and seminars for choral leaders

Free public performances by Pacific Chorale, John Alexander Singers, the 200-voice High
School Festival Chorus and the 500-voice American Festival Chorus

Free community sing event with Alice Parker

April 21 D23 in the RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall

COSTA MESA, CA - Pacific Chorale will hold its American Masterpieces Choral Festival April 21 — 23 at the Orange County
Performing Artscenter's Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall at Segerstrom Center for the Arts. Activities include
workshops with Pacific Chorale Artistic Director John Alexander, Assistant Conductor Robert Istad, the John Alexander Singers
and Festival Composers-in-Residence Eric Whitacre, Morten Lauridsen and Alice Parker. Additionally, there will be performances
of works by Pacific Chorale Young Composers Competition winners Michael Eglin and Zachary Wadsworth. All Festival events

and performances are free to participants and audiences.

The Pacific Chorale American Masterpieces Choral Festival is sponsored in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the
Arts. Additional support has been provided by the Orange County Performing Artscenter, The Capital Group Companies, Inc.,
Phillip N. and Mary A. Lyons, the R. C. Baker Foundation and Wells Fargo.

Pacific Chorale Artistic Director John Alexander said, “We are proud to have the opportunity to engage the entire Orange County
community in this special choral festival. It is one of only six sites in the United States to hold such an event that is supported
and endorsed by the National Endowment for the Arts. Singing enriches our world, touches our souls and lifts our spirits as no
other art form. It is a vital and effective educational tool. The Pacific Chorale American Masterpieces Choral Festival will be an
extraordinary experience for those who take advantage of this opportunity, and we welcome everyone to join us, to learn and to

sing out!”

Monday, April 21, 2008
High School Choral Festival
RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall

9am.b2pm.

High school choristers will participate in Pacific Chorale’s American Festival High School Chorus. The day will include rehearsals
with Pacific Chorale's Artistic Director John Alexander, Robert Istad and Composers-in-Residence Morten Lauridsen, Alice
Parker and Eric Whitacre.
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Participating high schools include:

Alta Loma High School, Sheri Nelson, director

Apple Valley High School, Sean Sooter, director
Arlington High School, Tim Lutz, director

Capistrano Valley High School, Erin Girard, director
Century High School, Dr. Robert Engle, director

Corona High School, Amy Basilan, director

El Monte High School, Joel Whisler, director

Foothill High School, Chelsea Dehn, director

Fountain Valley High School, Kevin Tison, director
Glendale High School, Grace Sheldon-Williams, director
Irvine High School, Richard Messenger, director

Loara High School, David Rigsby, director

Los Alamitos High School, Dr. Randi Carp, director
Martin Luther King High School, Brian Holm, director
Mission Viejo High School, John Elg, director

Porterville High School, Aaron Snell, director

Redlands East Valley High School, Rita Stevens, director
Sage Hill School, Megan Eddy, director

Serrano High School, Tamara Cox, director

Villa Park High School, Mary Ester Blakley, director

Concurrent with the high school choir activities, free workshops, rehearsal observation and a moderated panel discussion for
composers and conductors will be held in the Center's performance space of the Lawrence and Kristina Dodge Education
Center located in the concert hall. To register for the Composer/Conductor workshops, please contact Elizabeth Erratt at
Pacific Chorale, (714) 662-2345.

7:30 B 9:30 p.m.

The day's activities will conclude at 7:30 p.m. in a free concert featuring the John Alexander Singers, Irvine High School Choir
(Rich Messenger, director), Fountain Valley High School Choir (Kevin Tison, director) and Porterville High School Choir (Aaron
Snell, director), concluding with the 200-voice High School Festival Chorus performing works by Lauridsen, Parker and
Whitacre.

Tuesday, April 22
Youth Concerts
Samueli Theater

10 am. and 11:15 a.m.

The John Alexander Singers, Pacific Chorale’s professional chamber choir, will perform two 45-minute concerts of American folk

songs for elementary school students. More than 600 students are anticipated to participate, and reservations are required.

Alice Parker GSINGO
RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall
7 B 8:30 p.m.

Internationally renowned composer and conductor Alice Parker will use traditional hymns and folk songs from many cultures to
create a fun, spontaneous and unpredictable vocal event in which the entire audience will participate. Only a voice and the
desire to sing are needed! The John Alexander Singers and Pacific Chorale will be there to spirit Parker's “SING” to a glorious

musical event.
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April 23,2008

Pacific Chorale® American Festival Chorus D Finale
RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall

7D8:45 p.m.

A choral extravaganza of epic proportions — community, college and church choirs, Pacific Chorale and alumni join to create the
Pacific Chorale American Festival Chorus. Held in the Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, more than 500 voices will join
in performances of works by Lauridsen, Whitacre, Parker, Randall Thompson and Aaron Copland. The Festival concludes with
the rousing “In Dat Great Gettin' up Mornin',” featuring soloist and Orange County favorite Carver Cossey. There will also be a
performance by the 160-voice Pacific Chorale under the direction of John Alexander featuring two works by the winners of the
Chorale's Young Composers Competition: Michael Eglin’s Barter and Zachary Wadsworth's Fantasy on a Theme of William

Billings.

American Festival Chorus participants include singers from:

Aldersgate Chorale, Brandon Brack, director

Anaheim Mormon Chorale, JoLane Jolley, director

Biola Women's Chorus, Julie Ramsey, director

Christ Church by the Sea, Craig Davis, director

California State Univeristy Fullerton Chamber Choir and University Singers, Dr. Robert Istad, director
California State Univeristy Fullerton Men’s Choir, Chris Peterson, director
Cypress College Chamber Singers, Dr. Sheridan Ball, director

Giloria Dei Choir, Rick Lopez, director

Irvine Chinese Chorus, Ming-I Chin, director

Irvine United Congregational Church Chancel Choir, Dr. Robert Istad, director
Los Altos United Methodist Choir, Mary Breuer, director

Men Alive, Rich Cook, director

Our Lady Queen of Angels Choir, Dr. Patricia Murphy Lamb, director
Pacific Chorale Alumni

Saddleback Community College Chorale, Scott Farthing, director

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church Choir, Terri Schmidt, director

St. Mark Presbyterian Choir, Richard Messenger, director

St. Michael and All Angels Choir, Tim Getz, director

St. Nicholas Choir, Mary Ester Blakley, director

St. Nicholas Choir, Veronica DeVries, director

Trinity Presbyterian Chancel Choir, Hanan Yaqub, director

John Alexander

Artistic Director of Pacific Chorale since 1972, John Alexander has received consistent acclaim for his inspired leadership, both
on the podium and as an advocate for the advancement of the arts. In his long and distinguished career, he has conducted
hundreds of performances of choirs and orchestras in 27 countries around the globe. As witnessed in this American
Masterpieces Choral Festival, Alexander is a strong proponent of American music, programming groundbreaking works by
California composers and bringing 12 West Coast and world premieres to Southern California in the past 13 years. Choruses
prepared by Alexander have performed under many of the most renowned conductors, including Esa-Pekka Salonen, Gustavo
Dudamel, Seiji Ozawa, Leonard Slatkin, Zubin Mehta, Pierre Boulez, Lukas Foss, Keith Lockhart, John Mauceri, Michael Tilson
Thomas, Gerard Schwartz and Max Rudolf.

Morten Lauridsen

Morten Lauridsen occupies a permanent place in the standard and vocal repertoire of the 20" century. He has been described
as “the only American composer in history who can be called a mystic (whose) probing, serene work contains an elusive and

indefinable ingredient which leaves the impression that all the questions have been answered” by musicologist/conductor Nick
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Strimple in Choral Music in the Twentieth Century. His works are included on more than 100 recordings, three of which are
Grammy® Award-winners. He was composer-in-residence of the Los Angeles Master Chorale from 1994-2001 and
Distinguished Professor of Composition at the University of Southern California Thornton School of Music for more than 35
years. Lauridson received the National Medal of Arts, the highest artistic award in the United States, and was named an

American Choral Master by the NEA. www.mortenlauridson.com

Alice Parker

Composer/conductor/teacher Alice Parker has spent the greater part of her life in choral and vocal music, combining
composing, conducting and teaching. Her arrangements of folksongs, hymns and spirituals form an enduring repertoire for
choruses all around the world. She founded Melodius Accord, Inc., a non-profit organization that presents choral concerts,
sponsors workshops, fellowships, symposia and her many professional appearances. The Fellows programs have provided
training for composers, conductors and song leaders. Parker has also published books on melodic styles, choral improvisation

and church singing. www.aliceparker.com

Eric Whitacre

Eric Whitacre is a composer/conductor/lecturer who has become one of the most popular and performed composers of his
generation. Though he had no formal music training before the age of 18, he completed his first concert work at the age of 21
and went on to the Juilliard School, earning his Master of Music degree and studying with Pulitzer Prize- and Academy Award®-
winning composer John Corigliano. Many of his compositions are now part of the standard choral and symphonic repertories. As
a conductor, he has led concerts throughout the United States and in Japan, Australia, China, Singapore, South America and
Europe. His first recording, The Music of Eric Whitacre, was hailed by The American Record Guide as one of the top ten
classical albums of 1997. Another album of a cappella music, Cloudburst and Other Choral Works, made the Top Ten on both
Billboard and iTune’s Top Classical Albums charts. He recently received the Richard Rodgers Award for most promising

musical theater composer. www.ericwhitacre.com

Pacific Chorale

Founded in1968, Pacific Chorale is internationally recognized for its exceptional artistic expression, stimulating American-
focused programming and influential education programs. The Chorale presents a significant performance season of its own at
the Orange County Performing Artscenter's Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall at Segerstrom Center for the Arts, and
performs regularly with the nation’s leading symphonies. Under the leadership of Artistic Director John Alexander, Pacific
Chorale has infused an Old World art form with California’s hallmark innovation and cultural independence.

Pacific Chorale has a membership of 160 professional and volunteer singers. Ensembles of various sizes are selected from the
membership according to the needs of the repertoire. In addition to its long-standing partnership with Pacific Symphony, the
Chorale has performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic in Disney Hall on numerous occasions. Other noted collaborations
include the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the Boston Symphony, the National Symphony, and the Long Beach, Pasadena,
Riverside and San Diego symphonies. John Alexander and the Chorale have toured extensively in Europe, South America and

Asia as well.

For more information, visit www.pacifichorale.org.

H#H##

Page4 of 4



