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PACIFIC CHORALE ANNOUNCESWINNERS
OF YOUNG COMPOSERS COMPETITION

Composers Michad Eglin and Zachary Wadsworth Chosen from More Than 70 Applicants
Worksto Premiere at American Treasures on March 29 at the Orange County Performing Artscenter

Winning Composersto Participate in Padfic Chorale@® American Mager pieces Choral Festival in April

Santa Ana, CA, February 7, 2008- Pacific Chorale today announced Zachary Wadsworth and Michael Eglin
as winners of its 2008 Young Composers Competition. The two composers were chosen from more than 70
applicants hailing from 20 states across the nation. Wadsworth’s Fantasy on a Theme of William Billings and
Eglin’s Barter will receive their world premieres this spring, performed by the 160-voice Pacific Chorale under
the direction of John Alexander.

Pacific Chorale’s Young Composers Competition, created to encourage the proliferation of America’s choral
music, was open to choral composers under the age of 35. Young composers were asked to submit a piece they
had previously composed for consideration. The judging team of Ryan McSweeney, composer and Pacific
Chorale Marketing Manager; Robert Istad, Director of Choral Activities at California State University,
Fullerton; and John Alexander, composer and Pacific Chorale’s Artistic Director, then narrowed the applicant
pool to six semifinalists. These six composers were asked to write an original a cappella work utilizing text
from American poetry or based upon a lesser-known American folk song. The finalists’ submissions were
judged by Istad, Alexander, and Alice Parker, renowned composer and Artistic Director of Melodious Accord.

The two chosen works will premiere at Pacific Chorale’s American Treasures concert on March 29, 2008 and
will be reprised at Pacific Chorale’s American Masterpieces Choral Festival on April 23™ with the composers in
attendance. Both performances will be held at the Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, located within
the Orange County Performing Artscenter’s Segerstrom Center for the Arts. Ticketing and additional
information is available at www.pacificchorale.org.

In addition to the performances, the composers will also receive a $1,500 prize; airfare to and accommodations
at the American Masterpieces Choral Festival, April 21-23; personal coaching with one of the Festival’s
composers-in-residence: Morten Lauridsen, Eric Whitacre and Alice Parker; and a recording of the public
performance.
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ABOUT THE COMPOSERS

Michad Eglin (b. Niagara Falls, NY, 1975) is a composer of choral and instrumental music. He holds degrees
in piano and composition from the State University of New York at Fredonia and the University of California at
Santa Barbara. He is the artistic director of the Adelfos Ensemble, a 10-member men's a cappella choir
specializing in contemporary and Renaissance music. Mr. Eglin has studied under such composers as Donald
Bohlen, Joel Feigin, and Bill Kraft. He currently resides in Santa Barbara, CA with his wife and two sons,
where he is the Director of Music and Organist at E1 Montecito Presbyterian Church.

About his composition “Barter,” a setting of poetry by Sarah Teasdale, Eglin writes: “The figure of the
American poet Sara Teasdale is one of grand and exquisite writing and also great personal tragedy. The major
themes of Teasdale's work involve love, nature's beauty, and death. Her poem ‘Barter’ is full of beautiful
imagery of the lovely things that life has to offer, lovely things which all come at a price. The music for
‘Barter’ was written in memory of another lovely young woman whose life was ended before her time: my
sister Sonya, who passed away from cancer in New York exactly 70 years after Teasdale was laid to rest.
Sonya was very fond of poetry and even penned much of her own. She was simply one of the sweetest people
I've ever known.”

A 24-year-old native of Richmond, Virginia, Zachary Wadsworth has studied at the Eastman School of Music
and Yale University. He is currently pursuing a DMA in music composition at Cornell University. His
composition teachers have included Steven Stucky, Roberto Sierra, Martin Bresnick, Ezra Laderman, Ingram
Marshall, Robert Morris, David Liptak, and Syd Hodkinson. He also studied at the Boston University
Tanglewood Institute and the Aspen Music Festival and School. He has received several composition awards,
including first prize in the 2007 ASCAP / Lotte Lehmann Foundation Art Song Competition, first place in the
first Long Leaf Opera One Act Opera Competition, a Charles Ives Scholarship from the American Academy of
Arts and Letters, two Morton Gould Young Composers Awards from ASCAP, the Howard Hanson Large
Ensemble Prize from the Eastman School of Music, and the Frances E. Osborne Kellogg Memorial Prize from
the Yale School of Music.

About his winning composition, Wadsworth writes: “The more I learned, the more fascinated I became with the
music of William Billings, whose works have been fully adopted by folk musicians over the last two centuries.
This composer, a contemporary of Mozart and Haydn, lived in New England and wrote pieces of such unique
character that he has been called the “father of American choral music.” Billings composed some of our
nation’s first significant musical works, and they continue to be performed in both classical and folk contexts.
Thus, when I was asked to combine the same two genres in a piece for the Pacific Chorale, I immediately
thought of Billings’ works. Fantasy on a Theme by William Billings is a choral meditation on two of his sacred
Lenten pieces: Fairfield and When Jesus Wept.”
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PERFORMANCESAND EVENTS FEATURING THE COMPETITION WINNERS:
AMERICAN TREASURES

Saturday, March 29,2008at 8:00 pm

RenZe and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, Orange County Performing Artscenter
Pacific Chorale

John Alexander, conducting

Sponsored, in part, by the National Endowment for the Arts.

The selection of offerings from America’s great classical composers for American Treasures highlights the
scope of significant compositions that have come from the pens of innovators ranging from William Billings,
considered America’s first choral composer, to Leonard Bernstein, one of its most beloved, to contemporary
talents such as Eric Whitacre. America has a wealth of significant choral composers, and this concert highlights
some of their most beloved or influential masterworks, as well as many “hidden gems” among the repertoire.

AMERICAN MASTERPIECES CHORAL FESTIVAL

Monday, April 21 BWednesday, April 23, 2008
Orange County Performing Artscenter
Pacific Chorale ¢ John Alexander Singers ¢ Guest choirs, conductors and composers

Sponsored, in part, by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts as part of "American Masterpieces:
Three Centuries of Artistic Genius."

Additional support provided by Phillip N. and Mary A. Lyons, The Capital Group Companies, Wells Fargo and
the Orange County Performing Artscenter.

In April 2008, the season of music is enhanced as Pacific Chorale hosts the American Masterpieces Choral
Festival, supported by a $100,000 grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. Pacific Chorale is one of
only six choirs nationwide to receive the NEA’s prestigious American Masterpieces Choral Initiative Grant.
High school, college and community choral ensembles from the Orange County and greater Southern California
communities will gather at the Orange County Performing Arts Center for a three-day festival of workshops and
free performances featuring key works of American repertoire, hosted by Pacific Chorale and the John
Alexander Singers. Renowned guest composers Alice Parker, Morten Lauridsen and Eric Whitacre are
scheduled to participate as clinicians and conductors.

The American Masterpieces Choral Festival is presented as part of the Orange County Performing Artscenter’s

“Free for All.” The Festival is also part of “Imagination Celebration,” presented by Arts Orange County and the
Orange County Department of Education.
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40" ANNIVERSARY SEASON

In 2007-2008 Pacific Chorale celebrates forty years of providing the Orange County community with
performances of great choral music and outstanding education and outreach programs. The Chorale’s activities
and achievements to date have included seven world premiere commissions, eight recordings, seven
international tours, seventeen music education festivals and numerous awards, including three national awards
from Chorus America. During this season’s celebration, Pacific Chorale will hold special recognition and social
events for its singers, alumni and supporters, in gratitude for their dedication and essential contributions to this
forty-year legacy.

ABOUT JOHN ALEXANDER

Artistic Director of Pacific Chorale since 1972, John Alexander has received consistent acclaim for his inspired
leadership, both on the podium and as an advocate for the advancement of the arts. In his long and
distinguished career, he has conducted hundreds of performances of choirs and orchestras in 27 countries
around the globe. Noted as a specialist in conducting the choral/orchestral masterworks, he is also a strong
proponent of American music, programming groundbreaking works by California composers and bringing
twelve West Coast and world premieres to Southern California performance halls in the past thirteen years.
Choruses prepared by John Alexander have performed under many of the most renowned conductors on the
world stage, including Esa-Pekka Salonen, Seiji Ozawa, Leonard Slatkin, Zubin Mehta, Pierre Boulez, Lukas
Foss, Keith Lockhart, John Mauceri, Michael Tilson Thomas, Gerard Schwarz and Max Rudolf.

ABOUT PACIFIC CHORALE

Founded in 1968, Pacific Chorale is internationally recognized for exceptional artistic expression, stimulating
American-focused programming, and influential education programs. Pacific Chorale presents a significant
performance season of its own at the Orange County Performing Arts Center and is sought regularly to perform
with the nation’s leading symphonies. Under the inspired guidance of Artistic Director John Alexander, Pacific
Chorale has infused an Old World art form with California’s hallmark innovation and cultural independence.

Pacific Chorale has a membership of 160 professional and volunteer singers. Ensembles of various sizes are
selected from the membership according to the needs of the repertoire. In addition to its long-standing
partnership with Pacific Symphony, the Chorale has performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic in Disney
Hall on numerous occasions. Other noted collaborations include the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the Boston
Symphony, the National Symphony, and the Long Beach, Pasadena, Riverside and San Diego symphonies.
John Alexander and the Chorale have toured extensively in Europe, South America and Asia.
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